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Community & Partnership Work
• 	A birthday card was sent on behalf of Highley Parish Council to Amelia, the 8‑year‑old girl with terminal neuroblastoma who wished to receive 8,000 birthday cards for her 8th birthday.
• 	I have been actively supporting and progressing the Outdoor Space Group, including sharing funding applications for new play equipment, a possible MUGA, and cricket nets, in partnership with JSNA.
• 	Alongside Cllr Aspin, I am helping to bring a Cancer and MH Wellbeing Support Day to the Severn Centre.
• 	I continue to provide targeted mentoring support at Highley Primary School: One hour per fortnight with the child I have supported for the past two years, and twice‑termly wellbeing and confidence‑building sessions with an identified group of Year 6 girls.
• 	I have also dedicated considerable time, following the tragic loss of two well‑known members of our community, to coordinating suicide‑awareness and mental‑health support initiatives. This has included collating resources, organising and delivering awareness workshops and events, and bringing together volunteers and support services to ensure residents have accessible avenues for help and guidance.
Council Business & Governance
• 	Following the February meetings (including Planning), I have inducted Leesha, our newly co‑opted councillor. We now have a full complement of 15 councillors once again.
• 	Both new councillors will complete their Introduction to Local Council Administration training online on Tuesday 3rd March, so will not be present at the March Full Council meeting.
• 	Working groups /committees will be reviewed and reallocated at the Annual Council Meeting in May.
Operational Actions
• 	GDPR and Data Protection training has been circulated to all councillors, with the expectation that this is completed before April ahead of the assertion 10 requirements.
• 	Letters regarding the Silverwoods has been escalated to Shropshire Planning; we have received confirmation from enforcement that the matter will be investigated.
•	Letter escalated to planning regarding procedure over the Coombys farm shipping container application has been responded to by Portfolio Holder, Cllr David Walker and a face2face meeting arranged with Cllr Pinches and area planning manager, Emma Green. 
Annual Parish Meeting
• 	Preparations have begun for the Annual Parish Meeting, which will take place in the Community Hall in April, ahead of the Full Council meeting.  Any contributions of home‑baked items or refreshments would be very welcome. Refreshments served by Guides from 5.30pm meeting starts at 6pm 14th April.
Housing Needs Survey
• 	A team of volunteers have delivered the Housing Needs Survey to the targeted residents across the village, and others are responding online. 
• 	Promotion has been ongoing throughout February, and we hope this will provide clear evidence to developers about the specific types of housing Highley needs.
Environmental & LNRS Working Group
• 	I continue to support the group with administrative tasks, advice, and coordination of their litter‑picking events and other environmental initiatives. Next event: sat 21/3 10am. All welcome.
Events & Village Pride
• 	I am working with the Events Team on Highley’s entry for Best Kept Village 2026, alongside reviewing hanging basket locations and expanding the Highley in Bloom competition (more details in main meeting)
• 	It would be excellent to see as many councillors as possible at the Carnival presentation this year.
• 	We will also be requesting a Parish Council stall at the Carnival to promote our work and strengthen transparency and trust with residents.
Annual Leave
• 	I was on annual leave during the last week of February and have prepared this report in advance. I will ensure all outstanding tasks are progressed before my leave begins. Thanks for your continued support.     AP
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