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1. Personal Update & Capacity
Following the funeral, I took only the day itself as bereavement leave and scheduled the majority of my work for the latter part of the month. As a result, I returned to a very full diary, with several meetings each day I was in the office and a number of late evenings supporting committees and working groups.
My contracted hours have now reduced to 37 per week. I am working to bring my workload within this limit; although I have reduced some tasks, I have not yet managed to get below 40 hours at the time of writing.
2. Community & Partnership Work
Mentoring at Highley Primary School
I resumed mentoring and emotional‑support sessions with the Year 6 pupils identified as needing confidence‑building. We focused on the theme of “the person we want to become” and the positives of saying yes to new experiences outside our comfort zones.
This linked directly to my own decision to model in the charity shop fashion show — something I had never done before and was extremely anxious about. Taking my own advice to the children, I did it, and the event raised over £700 towards the churchyard toilet project.
Highley Community Drop‑In
We held another Community Drop‑In, although attendance was lower this month — possibly due to the early spring sunshine, as the village was very quiet generally. We have asked the Medical Practice to send a blanket text to patients next month, as they do in other areas, to reach residents who may not use social media or may have missed the posters.
We welcomed first‑time visits from:
· The Cancer Care Team (financial, health and wellbeing support)
· Perry & Phillips (funeral and bereavement advice)
Health Visitor attendance increased, but not until around 11am.
3. Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting was a success. Thanks to Mr Chairman who made a £50 donation to the Girl Guides in recognition of their help. It was a 100% turnout from the pack, and the girls did a wonderful job serving refreshments.
I provided the cakes, although not my best effort this year — understandably — but I will return to my usual standard for future meetings. Despite repeated requests, no other cakes were provided, so only my contributions were available on the night.
4. Highley In Bloom 2026
This continues to be a significant area of work. The Events Committee agreed three competitions this year:
· Best Planter (as usual)
· Best Allotment (to encourage tenant engagement)
· Best Hanging Basket (using surplus wire baskets from 2023, gifted to residents on the condition they are visible from the roadside)
· 3 × £30 vouchers purchased from Lealans Garden Centre

We continue to seek additional councillors for the Events Working Group to support these activities.
Supplies & Youth Project
I also collected
· Compost for the youth club project that I am working on with Hannah (filling the troughs along the Recreation Ground frontage in June)
Judges have been allocated for the competitions, with judging at the end of June and prize‑giving at Highley Carnival in July. All councillors are encouraged to attend.
Hanging Basket Brackets
Permission slips for repositioning the High Street hanging basket brackets to create a more natural and visually appealing layout have been collated. One local tradesperson has let us down, so I am currently seeking alternative quotes.
Promotional Banner
A banner featuring community members holding last year’s trophy has been ordered and will be displayed along the Recreation Ground fence ahead of judging. All costs for this year’s event have been covered by last year’s prize money, including additional security measures for the bus‑shelter brackets (metal cable ties and padlocks).
5. Wider Community Projects & Partnerships
· Ongoing work with Highley Primary School and the Youth Club on Bloom‑related projects.
· Continued support to the Community Steering Group.
· The Walking & Talking Men’s Group is now established; my role now is primarily promotional.
· Development of the Goulden Rhodes Coffee & Campfire Group at Wellness Woodlands, with aspirations to form a charity. We have linked with the Men’s Shed in Cleobury to explore options.
· Support to Halo staff during visits from portfolio holders for leisure and health, ensuring the Severn Centre is well‑presented ahead of the 2027 renewal agreements.				AP
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