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SYA: Avolunteer issue left SYA one person down. | stepped in for the final session, and councillors have
kindly agreed to cover on a rota until a new volunteer is found. Each child received a small gift from HPC using
items saved from the “Santa at the Centre” lucky dip. It is so rewarding to see the young people in this safe
space provided by HPC and | recommend anyone stepping in for a session to support the team enabling more
children to attend.

Christmas Light Switch-On: The event raised £700+, with further contributions of £160 (Highley Community
Project Santa gifts), £200 (Highley Community Project donation), and a private donation from Cllr Quinn,
bringing the total to £1,200, presented to the manager during the “Santa at the Centre” event.

Santa at the Centre: A highly successful event. The Fire Service hope to continue the partnership in 2026.
With refreshments donated by Costcutter and Highley Community Project, over £250 was raised. Thanks to
Cllrs Tracy, Chris, Louise, John, Emma, and volunteers Ann Palmer, Barbara Skilton, and Dan Dyson.

Clock Tower: Ongoing liaison with lighting engineers to secure cherry pickers for “working at height”
requirements. Logistically challenging, but progress continues. The clock is expected to be operational in
Spring 2026.

Best Kept Village Awards 2026: Volunteer uptake has been limited. Proposed competitions include:

. Hanging baskets (using 2024 surplus wire-framed)
o Allotment plots

o Troughs

o A potential “Best Garden” category

Wider support is essential for judging and sponsorship. Feedback from 2025 shows how much work
needs to be putin to even get close to County champions.

Allotments: Working with a local builder willing to cut trees in exchange for the wood, potentially reducing
costs. Two new local tree-cutting businesses may also be options for future work in the village.

Precept: All data has been entered into the Rialtas software system, and the precept application will now be
submitted.

NALC Al Pilot: | have been invited to join NALC’s national Al pilot, following nomination by Chris Mellings
(SALC). Feedback will be provided over the coming month. Members may have noticed a small update to the
email disclaimer reflecting this work.

Route 45: Awaiting confirmation from SVR.

Defibrillator Pads: Incorrect pads were returned for credit (we have always been replaced free by CFRs in
the past) Both defibrillators now have full sets installed, with an additional spare set held in the office to avoid
future downtime.

Assertion 10 Update: The Clerk is unable to use personal equipment for council business and will therefore
be gifting her current laptop to HPC for continued use. A social media disclaimer has also been added to
clarify that all views expressed on the Clerk’s personal account are her own and not those of her employer.
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Users are reminded that work-related matters must be directed through official channels and that the Clerk’s
personal profile should not be tagged or referenced in connection with council business. AP



