

Highley Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 6th November 7pm at The Severn Centre, Highley.

Present: Cllrs G Court (Chairman), D Thakrar, T Holford, N Barker,

A Honeybourne, J Law, A Honeybourne, M Brookes, P Atkinson,

D Tremellen (also Shropshire Councillor), R Broome, D Bayley (who apologised for late arrival 7.20pm).

Parishioners: 2

Clerk: Locum Clerk Mrs F Morris

00. Parishioners Time (15 minutes):

Parishioners present attended as Secretary of The Bowling Club due to a grant application being sent to the PC. Chairman explained that this was their opportunity to speak.

Cllr A Honeybourne pointed out that he was a previous Treasurer of the Bowling Club but felt he had no interest to declare.

 Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting.  Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether the interest is entered in the register of member’s interest maintained by the monitoring officer. 

None declared at this present time.

01. 
 Apologies for absence:
Cllr R Honeybourne (funeral), D Bayley who will be late as she was presently stuck in traffic. It was RESOLVED to accept these apologies.

02.
  To confirm the minutes of the meeting dated 2nd October 2018:
These had been circulated with the agenda and it was RESOLVED to accept these as a true record and the Chairman signed these accordingly. Cllr Law pointed out that she had not received these via email and the Chairman will look into this.

03. 
Matters Arising:
Café update – Cllr Court:
This is currently out to tender with 6 interested parties. Halo hope to get this all sorted a.s.a.p. - hopefully within 6 weeks.

Village laybys – update, if available - No update.

04. 
Correspondence:
All been sent via email

Any other received after issue of agenda:
SALC November Bulletin – forwarded to Cllrs via email
Shropshire RCC AGM 16th November 3pm Central, Shrewsbury Baptist Church.

05. 
Planning: (report from Planning committee):
a) 18/04023/FUL – Erection of first floor extensions – 37 Hawthorn Drive, Highley:
No objections raised. RESOLVED to support this application.

b) 18/04709/TPO – Remove lower branches and crown to approx. 6m of 2no Oak protected by the Shropshire Council – Oakland, Bridgnorth Road, Highley. (Tree Preservation Order 2016 (Ref: SC/00270/16):
No objections raised and it was RESOLVED to support providing the Tree Preservation Officer happy with the works proposed.

c)18/04622/FUL – Erection of detached, flat roofed, timber framed building for use in association with dwelling – The Heathers, 2 Cockshutt Lane, Highley:

No objections raised and it was RESOLVED to support this application.

d)
Any others received after issue of agenda:
18/04645/FUL - Erection of a log cabin holiday let and parking space - South of New England Lane, Highley:

After discussions regarding this application it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council object to this application for the following reasons: (3 abstentions from voting: Cllrs A Honeybourne, D Tremellen and N Barker)
· This is outside the building line for Highley

· This is an area of AONB

· No development in this particular location at present and therefore concern that a precedent could be set

· Environment impact on area

· Additional vehicles on a narrow lane

It is also a large cabin and out of character with the area.

At this point Cllr Bailey arrived (7.20pm) after sending apologies as she was stuck in traffic.

06.  
Memorial – Cllr. Bache – to look at and agree suitable memorial for Cllr. D. Bache. 

It was felt that this was very early days to e discussing this with the family and therefore it was RESOLVED to leave this until the Spring. Cllrs were informed that interment of Cllr Bache’s ashes would take place on Sunday at 11.30am.
07. 
Churchyard Burial Grounds – any update received:
Cllr Honeybourne declared an interest and left the room.

A meeting had been held today and the main points discussed were:

· Report from Diocese awaited – still a few items to be sorted.
· Need to solve problem now as the same problem will arise again within 25/30 years.

· 7 year burial spaces available on present site and a longer tern solution is required.

· Call for land with room for car parking and burial.

· Agent looking at site.

· Land survey on adjacent land – costs queried?

At this point it was RESOLVED to exclude the public and press due to confidential nature.
Discussions continued regarding estimated cost of land and who will be the Burial Authority for the parish and it was RESOLVED that a call is put out for land in Highley and the surrounding area and that this item could be the main focus on the Annual parish Meeting as parishioners need to be informed and have an input.
08. 
Village Maintenance – Advert for Handyman – Council to nominate interview panel:
Chairman queried that this was to be a ‘sub contractor’ not an ‘employee’ which was agreed. It was RESOLVED that the Chairman advertises the position and Cllrs T Holford, A Honeybourne, D Thakrar and Clerk be elected to the interview panel.

09. 
Police and Crime Commissioner – Smart Water Scheme update – Cllr Court:
No update received.

10. 
Remembrance Day Parade/Commemorations/Silent Soldier – update:
The Silhouettes will be put up tomorrow but no lamp posts poppies were ordered as they did not have enough available. It was agreed that the Tommy silhouette would be put at the Severn Centre with the Navy and RAF at each end of the village.

Parade on Sunday is 9.30am from the Severn Centre, band at the church but no marching band available.

11. 
Christmas lights – switch on nomination and update:
Elaine Moore had been nominated for her work with Highley Companions and it was RESOLVED to ask Elaine if she would like to switch on the lights.

4 Christmas lights also needed repairing at a cost of £860 and it was RESOLVED that these are repaired.

12.  
B4555 – condition – any update:
Cllr Tremellen confirmed that work was due to start at Knowle Sands in January for 6 weeks and although the Halfway House Lane was not the ‘official’ diversion route this will remain open. It is understood that the road is to be rebuilt.

Cllr Honeybourne queried about the bus stops in between but it is understood that SC will notify bus company in due course.

Cllr Thakrar again queried that no reply had been received from the Leader of the Council despite Clerk writing and requesting a reply.  Steve Brown following the LJC meeting at Kinlet.
13. 
Chelmarsh PC – update on meeting with developers regarding B4555 at Astbury:
Clerk confirmed that no planning application had been validated by SC therefore no public meeting has been arranged until planning application received by the PC..
Cllr Tremellen stressed that the PC wanted to work with Chelmarsh PC and Clerk confirmed that it is the wish of Chelmarsh to work with Highley and Eardington.

Cllr Tremellen expressed concern that traffic is proposed to use the main entrance to The Astbury and felt that a new access should be made at the old Quarry entrance – Clerk confirmed that was what Chelmarsh had suggested at provisional meetings with the agents.

14.
Orchard Street carpark – Cllr Thakrar:
Cllr Thakrar pointed out that this had been ongoing for 3-4 years with a promise from SC Officers to look into a dedicated disabled parking space. Spaces are limited and in order to provide 1 disabled space  2 spaces will be lost.The disabled space in the Co-op car park is normally free for disabled users.

There are rules regarding numbers of spaces needed in order to comply with having a disabled space and it was RESOLVED to look into the numbers of spaces available on the car park for the next meeting and perhaps get these re-marked so they are clearly defined.
It is known that vehicles are parked permanently on the car park and in the lay by in front of the shops.

Restricted parking time had been discussed and schemes had been in a SC programme but it appears that this is no longer the case.
Letters sent to SC from businesses but no reply received.
15.
Halo Advisory Board meeting report – Cllrs Bayley and Court:
Cllrs Bayley, Court and Tremellen attended the meeting last week when a review of the last 12 months of operating the centre was given. It was confimed that they had encountered extra ordinary costs which had not been factored in (Fire, H & S, remedial building work) which were ‘one off costs’ that will show in this year’s accounts.

The summer had been the best year, the centre was over staffed due to the fact that they had lost experience staff last year and therefore brought in additional staff.

There will be a slight loss but are confident that lessons had been learnt.

Halo are looking to take over 2/3 more sites with a dedicated Manager in Shropshire who will have sole responsibility for Shropshire within the Halo group.

Cllr Brooks pointed out that a hoist was needed and it was confirmed that they are looking into providing this for summer use at Highley and winter use elsewhere.

It was queried when the accounts/reports will be produced.

The PC agreed to send the Management fee to Halo and as this is paid through the precept the PC need to see the accounts/quarterly reports. 

Independent Community Member for Highley advertised but no one from Highley applied. Mark Salt is the member.

It was RESOLVED that a finance report be requested and circulated to Cllrs before precept meeting.
16.
Bowling Club grant application:
Cllr Tremellen declared an interest as his wife is a bowler.
Clerk read the letter out requesting financial help to purchase a new mower with prices held until the end of November.

Due to the Clerk being ill access to the grant application form was not possible and therefore the Chairman had requested bank statements instead of a balance sheet. It was AGREED that this application be referred to the Intermediate Group to use delegated powers once the balance sheet was received.

At this point the public and press were excluded and a member of the Bowling Club present said he would go and bring back the balance sheet.

++ That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted
17.
Revenue and Resources meeting report: – ++Resolution to exclude public and press for this item.

18. 
Shropshire Councillors Report:
This had been circulated by Cllr Tremellen and no questions were raised therefore it was taken as read.

19. 
Finance: 
Clerks Salary - Mrs E Preston - £919.03
HMRC – Tax and National Insurance – £

Shropshire RCC – £26.00
Severn Donation (Chairman’s allowance), £96. £75.60, £38.40+ £81.60
Mrs F Morris - £243.99
Any other accounts received after issue of agenda:
Turnocks – Christmas light repairs - £862.80

Eon - £112.46

It was RESOLVED that these accounts be paid.

20.
Minutes/agenda/paperwork distribution during Clerk’s absence:
Locum Clerk pointed out that it was costly to post paperwork out and asked for Cllrs to accept agendas/minutes etc via email during the Clerks absence. It was RESOLVED to accept this and paperwork will be posted to Cllr Phipson as he is not on email and Clerk will bring copies to the meeting.

21.
Items for next agenda:
At this point a balance sheet from the Bowling Club was produced and circulated to members.

A debate took place as concern was expressed that other sporting clubs in the village could then come to the PC for support

It was felt that as the PC were working under difficulties with the Clerk being off sick and the incorrect information being requested of the Bowling Club that the PC should support this.

Clerk suggested putting this off until the next meeting but the prices quoted for the mower were only being held until the end of November.

A vote was taken to support this application giving the Bowling Club the shortfall of £2600 which is the difference between what they have in funds and the cost of the new mower.

It was felt that this was against Standing Orders to go back on this as this had been delegated to the Intermediate Committee but this was due to the absence of the balance sheet, which had not been received, but Cllrs felt that as this had now been provided that the decision should be made.
RESOLVED by vote to support this application – 9 for, 2 against. Cllr Tremellen abstained from voting.
22.
Date of next meeting: 
4th December 2018

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.20pm.
Payment approved:

Mrs M E Preston 

HMRC PAYE

Shropshire RCC

Severn Centre

Mrs F Morris

Turnocks

Signed:   Chairman




Date:
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