

HIGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL
An Ordinary Meeting of Highley Parish Council which will be held on Tuesday 4th September 2018 at the SEVERN CENTRE, HIGHLEY at 7pm
Present: Cllrs G Court (Chairman), Cllrs A Honeybourne, R Honeybourne, D Tremellen,      M Brooks, D Thakrar, P Atkinson, M Phipson, T Holford, J Law, N Barker, R Broome,            J Marshall.

Locum Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 5
A minutes silence was held at the start of the meeting in memory of Cllr Dennis Bache who was a serving member on the Council and had recently passed away.
Chairman reported that as the Clerk had been taken into hospital Mrs Freda Morris had been asked to cover the meeting.

00. Parishioners Time:

Parishioner, Mr G Dambrauskas, pointed out that he and the other residents were in attendance to clarify the position regarding the planning application at 5 Carlton Rise which they feel is an ill proposed planning application and will be shoe horned onto the site. Some points raised were:

· Covenant on property (separate to planning law)

· Density

· Eyesore which will overlook other properties

· Traffic problem especially during the school run resulting in problems turning and residents drives being blocked

· Infrastructure will not cope with additional housing

· Jobs limited in Highley

· School overcrowded

A comment was also made regarding a swimming pool built which discharges water onto the road.
Mr Dambrauskas asked if Cllrs had visited the site – many Cllrs had.

Chairman thanked Mr Dambrauskas for his comments.

 Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting.  Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether the interest is entered in the register of member’s interest maintained by the monitoring officer. 

None declared at this point.

01.  Apologies for absence:
Clerk – Mrs Preston (in hospital). 

02.  To confirm the minutes of the meeting dated 3rd July 2018:
It was commented that the parishioners names had not been listed on the last minutes. Clerk asked if this had been requested.

It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to clarify this and for the names to be confirmed.

It was confirmed by Mr Dambrauskas that he and Amanda Dennis attended and asked for their names to be recorded. It was RESOLVED to add these names and the minutes were signed.
03. Matters Arising:
Community Speed Watch Scheme – information emailed to all Councillors. After discussions it was RESOLVED to leave this until next meeting.
Village Laybys – email sent to all Councillors. This is causing comes concern to residents and traders as some cars are being parked there for days at a time. 
After discussions it was RESOLVED to leave this until all replies had been received from traders but it was considered that this was a top priority problem which needs sorting.

Youth Council – Grant received from STAR for Skate/Scooter Training and New Equipment at Skate Park. £200 for training and £500 towards new equipment.  Spencer Smith the professional Scooters rider has offered to assist with the design of the Park for a cost of £100.  It was RESOLVED to write to STAR Housing for their grant and to accept the offer from Spencer Smith for his offer to design the park at a cost of £100.
Footpath Vicarage Lane/Rhea Hall: Concern was expressed that if nothing is done to this footpath more problems will occur.
Ownership of the lane was queried and it is understood that this belongs to SC and a response to previous correspondence is awaited.

The state of the B4555 was brought up at the public meeting 2 months ago as residents were concerned about the state of this road. It was RESOLVED to put this on the next agenda.

Chairman reported that there had been a complaint against a member of staff and this had been fully investigated by the relevant committees and it was found that there had been no breach and therefore the matter is now closed.

04. Correspondence:
Shropshire Council road repair work Arley View Close - SC are to come back to this work.
Town and Parish Forum – 3rd September 2018. Cllr Tremellen had attended this meeting and gave a brief report.
Environmental Maintenance Grant – Information from Shropshire Council. Should know more in September.
Community Enablement Team – update on current situation with regards to the Community Enablement Team. Cllr Tremellen raised this at the forum meeting yesterday and it was reported that no one wanted to see the end of the team but the future is being re-considered as concern was expressed that Offices are taking part in work not in their remit. It was pointed out at the meeting that Officers react to items raised and all the things they do. This team may be safe but Officers may have a bigger area to cover.
Shropshire Council – Information on Business Basic Fund – information emailed to all Councillors . Noted.
Shropshire Council – notice of Temporary road closure – New England Lane – 18th October 2018.Noted.
SALC – Fundamentals training – 25th October – Much Wenlock – Cllrs Brooks (if disabled access available, Atkinson and Marshall would like to attend. Clerk will make enquiries.
Budget training – Monday 10th September – Cllrs Marshall, R and A Honeybourne, Court and Tremellen would like to attend. Clerk will email SALC as to date there had been insufficient numbers to run this course.

Severn Centre – Report from meeting regarding community facilities. Cllr. Court gave a brief report and it was RESOLVED to write to Halo asking them to follow up the vending machine provision. 
05. Planning –

18/03032/OUT – Land Adj 5 Cherry Orchard, Severnside – PLANNING COMMITTEE decision – No objections provided is was on the same footprint and that all ecological recommendations were considered. RESOLVED to forward these comments to SC.
Planning Decision:

18/02417/FUL – Change of use from a barber shop to a dog grooming salon.  DECISION: GRANT PERMISSION.

5 Carlton Rise, Highley:

Chairman pointed out that the requests as per the last meeting had been complied with and the Planning Committee felt that as this had been done then there were no grounds to object but the final decision will rest with SC. A vote was taken – 9 for support, 3 against and 1 abstention. Clerk will write to SC.
06. – Memorial – Cllr. Bache – to look at and agree suitable memorial for Cllr. D. Bache. 

Suggestions were made of a bench, plaque on the Bache arms wall, shield/trophy to be given each year for Sport/Community Award. It was RESOLVED that Cllrs could have a think about this for the next meeting and then write to the family highlighting the wishes of the PC for their approval.

07. Churchyard Burial Grounds: Report from meeting and terms of reference for Sub Committee – notes from meeting 21st August 2018:
Cllrs R and A Honeyboure declared an interest and left the room.

NOTES FROM MEETING WITH ST.MARYS CHURCH REGARDING BURIAL GROUNDS. 

PRESENT: Revd.M.Harris, Mr. David Rayner – St. Marys PCC

                  Highley Parish Council : Chair G.Court,  Cllrs.D.Tremellen, R.Broome,T.Holford, D.Thakrar. 

Revd. Harris explained that the PCC estimated that there was 5 to 7 years available space available in the Churchyard for Burials. 

Options looked at by the PCC were :-

Extending the churchyard into the Tree area at the back of the Churchyard.  It was felt that this would nor be suitable because of the water table in this area. 

Purchase Land to extend the land – Would have to establish if this was available and the cost of the purchase. Initial enquiries had indicated that this could be costly, 

Triangle at Garden Village. – Could be purchased from the Church for use as an extension to the Churchyard. 

It was agreed that a small sub committee be formed to speak to the landowner adjoining the Churchyard to ascertain what and if they would be willing to sell the land for.  Church indicated that they would not be in a position to fund the purchase of this land. It was asked if the PCC would be willing to continue as the Burial Authority if the land was acquired to extend the Churchyard.  This issue to be taken back for discussion at the next PCC Meeting. 

DECISION

Highley Parish Council – A sub Committee of the Chair G.Court, Cllrs. R.Broome and T.Holford to be formed to look into the issues regarding the purchase of the land.  This to be put on the AGENDA for the next Parish Council meeting for the terms of reference for this committee to be agreed. 

St. Marys PCC – To discuss the issue of Burial Authorities and if they would be willing to continue as the Burial Authority.    

Next meeting to be held on 6th November at 12.00pm at the Severn Centre – Highley. 

Discussions took place regarding the attached notes. It was requested that the date of the working party should be added to the notes.
It was RESOLVED that this should go back to he working party for quotes to be obtained for obtaining valuations of the plots of land being suggested and also to ascertain who the burial authority will be. 
08. Village Maintenance – Report from meeting/Engagement of Lengthsman – notes:
Notes from Village Working Group meeting held on Tuesday 21st August.

In attendance : Chair Cllr. G.Court. Cllr.D.Tremellen, Cllr. T.Holford 

Apologies: Cllrs.J.Marshall, J.Law, A.Honeybourne, M. Brooks , P.Atkinson.  

VILLAGE MAINTENANCE.  

Following discussions it was proposed that it is recommended to the Parish Council at the September meeting that consideration is given to taking on a Lengthsman for approximately 10 hours per week at a proposed rate of £10 per hour.    This would be on a self-employed basis as in previous years. 

We do have a list of approved contractors but these contractors need to be told was is needed to be done and they are not always available when required.  It is envisaged that the Lengthsman will be able to work with/for the Parish Council and   assist in keeping the village safe and tidy. 

Some of the Jobs to include:-

Cleaning and repairing Bus Shelters/Village Signs

Litter Picking

Weeding flower Beds/Baskets

Cleaning/repairing/repainting Street Furniture

Cutting Vegetation from around Bus Shelters and Benches

Clearing old notices from Notice Boards. 

Strimming footpaths. 

Checking if Street Lights and in need of repair. 

GRIT BINS

A list of Grit Bins location and condition has been drawn up. Clerk to notify Shropshire Council of bins in need of replacing/repair

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Light Switch on 1st December.  Christmas Tree Ordered.  Meeting to be held with C.Holford regarding the Christmas Lights.  Decision to be made regarding who to switch on the lights. 

A discussion took place regarding this and the possibility of advertising for someone to take on this role for 10 hours per week @ £10 per hour initially. 

Christmas Lights: These are in a bad condition and need work/replacement. It was RESOLVED to put Village Maintenance/Christmas lights on the next agenda.

It was also suggested that perhaps a member of Dennis Bache’s family could switch the lights on this year.

09. Police and Crime Commissioner – Smart water Scheme – email copy sent to all 

Councillors. It was RESOLVED to obtain costs involved and query if this could be recharged to residents. 

10.Remberance Day Parade/Commemorations  – Cllr. Court.  To consider parade and other forms of Remembrance. 

Cllr Court felt that last year’s parade needed improving on as there was no band to lead this. A wreath is usually laid by the PC Chairman and the Poem read by an ex serviceman.

Suggestions for this year were:

· Band – 2 ex servicemen might help.

· Family members carrying photos of those lost in the War

· Christmas tree perhaps with photos of those lost in the War on – perhaps in Churchyard.

· Poppies on lamppost

· Silent Soldier – Clerk explained that these cost £250 funds to the RBL.

 It was RESOLVED to bring this back to the next meeting.
11. Shropshire Councillors Report:

Report given regarding the meeting Shropshire as below:
Notes from meeting with Shropshire Council on Local Plan Review – site allocation

Present:  Shropshire Council -  Mr.D.Corden 

Shropshire Council    Mr.Matt Jones

Shropshire Council – Cllr.D.Tremellen

Shropshire Council – Ms. V.Turner – Community Enablement Officer. 
 Highley Parish Council – Chair Cllr. G.Court

 Highley Parish Council – Cllr. R.Honeybourne

 Highley Parish Council – Cllr. D.Thakrar

Highley Parish Council – Clerk – Mrs. E.Preston

Mr. Corden gave an overview of the procedure for the Shropshire Council Local Plan Review. He said that consultation would take place in stages 

1. Issues and options consultations – Key issues identified. 

2. Strategic elements – i.e. Transport/Sites i.e. power station etc. 

3. Strategic Development of policies – consultation what now and any change nationally to planning policies.   

4. Allocation of sites to be published and consulted on in October. 

Main reason – government has new guidance on analysis of housing needs and the need to balance employment and housing for a sustainable future.    

There will be a further consultation in the New year then the development of the policy will be carried out. 

It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders for 10 minutes in order to complete the meeting.

12. Finance: 
Clerks Salary - £919.03 
HMRC – Tax and National Insurance - £67.63. 
Severn Centre Trust – Room Hire - £124.80

Viking Direct Stationery .
Eon – Street Lighting.
N.Power – Street Lighting. 
Spencer Smith – Skate Park Training Day – August. - £350.00
It was RESOLVED that all these accounts are paid.

There being no other business the meeting close at 9.02pm.

Items for next agenda:

B4555

Lengthsman

Christmas Lights

Smartwater

Poppy Wreath

Memorial for Dennis Bache

Signed: Chairman



Date:
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