HIGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL
An Ordinary meeting of Highley Parish Council was held on Tuesday 2nd February 2016 at 7pm at the Severn Centre, Highley.
Present: Cllr.M.Brooks – Chair, Cllrs. R.Honeybourne, A.Honeybourne, J.Marshall, N.Barker, J.Law. D.Tremellen, D.Bayley, D.Bache, A.Maiden, S.Askey 
Shropshire Councillor: D.Tremellen  
Clerk: Mrs.E.Preston
00 Parishioners Time – No Parishioners present. 
Declaration of Pecuniary interests: Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting. Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of member’s interest maintained by the monitoring officer.
01. Apologies - received Cllr.Broome - Holiday, Cllr.Thakrar – Personal T.Holford, M.Phipson - illness RESOLVED to accept apologies.
02. To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 5th January 2016 - RESOLVED that the minutes be signed as a true and correct record.   Chair signed the minutes. 
03. Matters arising from minutes: 
3.1. Road Safety Scheme – Ashleigh Gardens Crossing –Graham Downes confirmed that the money has been made available to upgrade the signage in the next financial year. . 
3.2 Castle Inn –Shropshire Council has issued a Dangerous Structure Section 77 notice .Julia Preston the Empty Home Officer at Shropshire Council stated that she had served another notice on the owners of the property to board up the ground floor and other accessible windows   If the notice has not been complied with they will be requesting funds to carry out the works in default and recharge the owner.  She appreciated that this is not going to improve the appearance of the property but it is hoped to go some way to keeping the property secure whilst they continue to pursue the owners to rectify the situation at the property for the long term, be that renovation or marketing the property. 
3.3. Highley Pool Refurbishment – 
3.4. Road from High Street to Coombes Farm –Andy Oliver stated that this is planned for this financial year, although no date has yet been put on this, but it could be tied into the work that needs to be done, and a road closure put in place, near to the section of the New Road that was replaced last year. 
3.5. Church Street – Awaiting a reply from Alice Dilly regarding the request for a risk assessment to be carried out in this area. 
3.7. Concern about Nurses Appointment at Highley Medical Centre –. No Reply received. 
04. Correspondence – 
Bridgnorth & South Shropshire Crucial Crew – Donation Request – Agenda Next Meeting
Shropshire Council – Details of new hotline for Pregnant Women

Rural Services Network –Newsletter 

Future Fit – appointment of NHS Future Fit Transformation Director. 
David Sandbach –Concern on the Future of the 111/Out of hour’s service -
05. Planning.
16/00032/FUL – Erection of single storey rear extension following demolition of existing conservatory – Oak View, Cockshutt Lane – Highley – RESOLVED NO OBJECTION. 
15/05571/FUL – Conversion of redundant farm buildings to holiday let and associated works.  Farm Building at Wrens Nest. Netherton Road Highley.  RESOLVED TO OBJECT to the proposed application as it is not a conversion but a replacement. The Parish Council object on the grounds of inaccurate information.
Planning Decision 

15/3600/FUL – Erection of 4 no stables with haystore//tackroom – Whitehouse Farm, Netherton Lane – Grant Permission

06 Shropshire Council – Request for Highley Parish Council to take ownership of the CCTV System. 

Andy Gough from Shropshire Council requested that Highley Parish Council take Ownership of the CCTV System.  Following discussions it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council do this. 
07. Scout/Brownie Hut – Grant Request – Following discussions it was RESOLVED that the grant of £3,000 be paid 
08. Bus shelter Replacements – from last meeting –Cllr.Brooks gave details of his proposals for replacing the Bus Shelters. He proposed that two Bus Shelters at Clee View and Ashleigh Gardens be replaced with wooden structures. Concern about the type of Bus Shelter for Clee View was expressed. Cllr.Brooks to ask for another quotation for a different design for the next meeting.  
09. Welcome to Highley Pack – Councillor M.Brooks -  RESOLVED that the communications Group of the Parish Council look  further into this issue  
10. Shropshire Councillors Report – D.Tremellen reported as follows:- 
“I imagine no one needs telling the bad news about the Council budget and the cuts demanded if statutory services are to be maintained. At the moment it's all 'general' stuff with no detail and so the impact on Highley is impossible to predict. Asking questions of Shirehall gets nothing of any substance back, I suspect because they really don't know how to proceed.

They have started well by telling it how it is and not pulling punches, but as to “solutions”? Well, as yet they don't appear to have considered some of the obvious moves, despite having had an indication of where savings could be made operationally because it hasn't yet sunk in that if retaining Shirehall is actually a good move, returning to tried and tested ways of running a council might also have a few good points – a lot of them, in fact. And there isn't a lot of time left for the penny to drop.

Central government funding will stop altogether in five year’s time and as has been explained at some length in the local press, allowing local councils to retain all their business rates isn't such a big deal for Shropshire. When increased expenses and costs are netted-out against income from all streams this county will probably be around £4 million worse off - and that's in addition to the cuts needed to finance the current predicted shortfall.

Searching out new income streams is therefore of paramount importance and the golden child of ip&e isn't the answer, in fact I fear it may become part of the problem because it isn't making anywhere near the kind of profit forecast for it, and with its dependency on other local councils making up a significant part of its portfolio, the problems of ip&e's reliance on that public sector client base is likely to see them retracting services back in-house, meaning ip&e is basically stuffed.

From what I'm seeing at Shirehall, the tactical approach to finding a different, leaner-but-efficient way of working appears to involve wandering around looking at “innovative new ways of working” and holding endless rounds of pointless consultations, rather than looking to re-introduce what worked for generations of local government administrations - only managing it properly this time around. I was hoping that's what Malcolm Pate meant when, finding himself in the Leader's chair I helped get vacated, he made his promise to restore democracy, transparency and accountability back into local governance. I said, “I was hoping” there because it was always going to be a case of more hope than expectation.

I wish I'd been here for the discussions over the parish precept because I would have recommended at least the basic 1.9% increase (to stay below the referendum threshold) because after years of keeping council tax frozen, it would have been a damn sight easier to explain to people that the choice was one of either paying more council tax over the next few years or having significantly fewer services in return. As it stands, only that second “option” is now available.

As the forthcoming reductions in central government funding are front-loaded, with higher cuts in the earlier years, there is now no financial padding to soften that hit and we're faced with the prospect of years more cuts and an increase in precept whether we want it or not, just to stay still, because by that time we'll be sucking the marrow out of the bones of what's left of our local services. I kid you not.”

11. Finance 
	M.E.Preston
	Salary
	£806.73

	Post Office Counters
	Tax & National Insurance
	£38.94

	Severn Centre Trust
	Weed spraying Course – Maintenance Contractor 
	£255.00

	N.Power
	Street Lighting Supply
	£2476.11

	Eon Energy Solutions
	New Street Light Column 4 Titterstone Road
	£1,010.65

	Eon Energy Solutions 
	New Street Light Column 4 Hawthorne Drive
	£1,010.65

	Eon Energy Solutions 
	Street Light Repairs – Various Locations 
	£449.85

	K.Russon
	Maintenance
	£205.00

	Highley Brownies 
	Grant towards Hut Repairs 
	£3,000.00

	
	
	


Meeting closed 7.55pm.  
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