New Asset Transfer Policy 
I hope you are well. I would be grateful if you could please share the following update with your councillors.
 
Shropshire Council has recently approved a new Town and Parish Council Asset Transfer Policy, which provides a clearer and more user-friendly framework for the transfer of council-owned land and buildings to town and parish councils where there is a strong community benefit, subject to the relevant due diligence and financial prudence.
 
You can read more about the policy here:
https://newsroom.shropshire.gov.uk/2026/03/new-policy-to-empower-town-and-parish-councils/
 
Many town and parish councils already play a vital role in managing local facilities and supporting their communities. This policy is intended to make it easier for councils who may wish to explore taking on assets locally, with a clearer process and support in place.
 
As you will know, Shropshire Council has been facing very significant financial challenges, and we are continuing the work needed to restore long-term financial responsibility. One of recommendations from our external auditor is that we move towards only delivering the statutory minimum, particularly around assets and services, to stop long-term reliance on borrowing. We will do what it takes to get the finances back on track, but want to ensure there is local choice in how these changes are implemented.
 
The new asset transfer policy is part of that approach – helping ensure that where communities want to take on assets, there is a clear and transparent way of doing so.
 
Alongside this, we are continuing to develop our programme of service devolution, which looks at how some services might be delivered more locally where town and parish councils wish to be involved. We will be sharing more information on this shortly, with the first agreements beginning from 1 April.
 
If your council has any questions, would like to discuss a potential asset transfer, or wishes to explore opportunities under the wider service devolution programme, please direct all communications to: Devolution@shropshire.gov.uk. This will ensure your enquiry is logged, tracked, and directed to the appropriate officers.

Thank you, as always, for the important work that you and your councillors do for your communities. The partnership between Shropshire Council and our town and parish councils is incredibly important, and we look forward to continuing to work closely together.
 
With best wishes,
 
Cllr Alex Wagner
Mayor of Shrewsbury
Deputy Leader of Shropshire Council
