SAAA – Digitisation of AGAR project
Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments, which is responsible for appointing ‘External Auditors’ for all Smaller Authorities, including Parish Councils, Town Councils and Parish Meetings is delivering a project to digitise completion and submission of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR).
The web-based portal is being developed by Connect, for a live trial in May/June 2026 for submission of 2025/26 financial year AGARs. Councils have been contacted directly to participate in the trial.
The auditors undertaking Limited Assurance Reviews for medium sized and larger councils will have access to the digital information submitted, as well as the signed AGAR form. Smaller Councils will also be able to use the AGAR portal to confirm their Certificate of Exemption.
The system should then be available for all in 2027 for submission of the 2026/27 AGAR. We will be providing awareness training and support in the second half of 2026 to all local councils and reminder training, prior to the end of the financial year, in January/February and March 2027.



