Highley & Cleobury Safer Neighbourhood Team – Monthly Report for February 2026
Both Nick and I extend our apologies for not being able to attend on this occasion. 
1. Serious Incidents and Community Impact
February has been an emotionally heavy month for Highley, and this has been felt across the whole community. Officers attended two deaths by suicide, and our hearts go out to the families, friends, neighbours, and everyone who has been touched by these losses. Moments like these affect not only those closest to the individuals but the wider village too, and we recognise the sadness, shock, and worry that many people have been feeling.
We have made a conscious effort to be present and approachable during this time, offering reassurance and guiding people towards support where needed. Please know that we stand alongside the community, and we remain committed to supporting you through the impact of these tragic events.
Men’s Shed Initiative
Special Constable Pete Blackburn, who has recently joined the team, spent time in Highley this week working closely with PC Jade Ives. Pete previously helped establish the Men’s Shed in Cleobury Mortimer, and he is keen to support the development of a similar project in Highley if this is something the Parish Council wishes to pursue. PC Nick Nolan has already facilitated the initial contact between Pete and Alison. The Men’s Shed model offers a safe, social, and supportive space for men to connect, share skills, and look after their wellbeing. Something that could be of real value to the community, especially at a time like this.
2. Incidents Attended Within Highley
Officers responded to the following incidents during February:
· Sudden death – 1
· Threatened with a blade or sharply pointed article in a public place – 1
This incident should not raise community concern; there are strong evidential difficulties and no wider risk identified.
· Domestic-related incidents – 4
· Suicides – 2
Our thoughts remain with all those affected.
· Road traffic collisions (RTCs) – 2
· Concerns for safety – 5
· Highway-related incidents – 3
· Suspicious circumstances – 3
· Vehicle thefts – 3
These incidents have shaped our patrol plans, intelligence work, and community engagement throughout the month, ensuring our activity remains focused on the areas of greatest need.
3. Crime Themes and Local Priorities
Vehicle Thefts
Three vehicle thefts were reported between the 23rd and 27th of February. Nick and Jade have increased targeted patrols, carried out multiple enquiries, and provided crime prevention advice to affected areas. We continue to encourage residents to remain vigilant and to report anything that feels unusual or out of place.
Advice has been shared on the Bridgnorth Police Facebook Page, and leaflets have been placed on the information table in the Severn Centre. Jade is also working to source additional Faraday pouches, which help block keyless entry signals. These will be offered if and when available.
CCTV Improvements
Several investigations this month highlighted the need for improved CCTV coverage. Jade and Nick hope to speak with the Parish Council soon to explore options. We appreciate that funding can be a challenge, but we are keen to work together to find practical ways to strengthen prevention and support evidence gathering.
4. Community Engagement and Partnership Work
Events and Engagement
PC Nolan attended the Drop-In session, with PC Ives also available throughout the day in the office. Officers have taken part in several other engagement opportunities during the month. These interactions continue to build trust, strengthen relationships, and encourage residents to share concerns or information in a safe and supportive environment.
5. Policing Operations and Patrol Activity
Operation Whitebeam
PC Ives and PC Nolan have been active across Highley and surrounding rural areas as part of Operation Whitebeam, focusing on tackling rural thefts. High-visibility patrols and intelligence-led visits have been carried out to deter offenders and support rural residents, many of whom have expressed appreciation for the increased presence.
Foot Patrols
Regular foot  and vehicle patrols have taken place across the village, including residential areas, the centre of Highley, and rural pathways. These patrols help us stay connected with residents, offer reassurance, and respond quickly to emerging concerns.
6. Intelligence and Investigative Work
A significant amount of intelligence work has taken place this month. Information shared by the community continues to play a vital role in shaping our patrol strategies, identifying offenders, and supporting ongoing investigations. We are grateful for the trust residents place in us and encourage people to continue sharing anything they feel may be relevant. Every piece of information is assessed and contributes to our ongoing work.

