Summary: Malt Shovel Site – Hedgerow Removal & Planning/Environmental Position
1. Background
· Highley Parish Council raised concerns regarding the removal of a long‑established native hedgerow along the eastern boundary of the Malt Shovel caravan/lodge site and its replacement with an evergreen laurel hedge.
· Concerns included:
· Whether the correct species had been replanted.
· Whether the hedgerow was removed lawfully.
· Whether a Hedgerow Removal Notice should have been submitted.
· Which Shropshire Council department is responsible for enforcing correct species replacement.
· Whether further investigation is required.
2. Planning Enforcement Update (Julian Beeston)
Site status
· The land has a long planning history, including:
· A historic permission granted on appeal (BR/93/0200) for holiday chalets.
· Additional permissions for extensions to the caravan/lodge site.
· Part of the land has been used as a caravan/lodge site for many years, though it later fell into disuse and became overgrown.
· Some land recently purchased by the owner has no planning history relating to caravan use.
Works carried out
· The site had already been substantially cleared before the first inspection.
· A section of hedgerow adjacent to the public right of way appears to have been removed, with replacement planting now in place.
· Tree/vegetation removal is unlikely to require planning permission, as:
· No trees were protected.
· The land is not in a Conservation Area.
· Current works appear consistent with bringing the former site back into use.
Next steps from Planning Enforcement
· The Council is awaiting further information from the landowner to clarify:
· Intended future use.
· Whether any additional development will require planning permission.
· If unauthorised development occurs, the Council will reassess and consider enforcement.
· At present, there is insufficient evidence of significant planning harm to justify formal enforcement action.
Castle Inn side of the site
· Ground clearance has also occurred on land opposite the former Castle Inn.
· This is considered non‑developmental and does not require planning permission.
· Burning of vegetation is being investigated separately by Public Protection.
3. Tree Team Response (Martin Sutton, County Arboriculturalist)
Historic planning conditions
· The original 1994 planning permission is valid and extant.
· Shropshire Council’s system does not retain full records of historic landscaping conditions.
· Even if the original plans required a native hedge, any landscaping conditions from 1994 have long since expired and are no longer enforceable.
Hedgerows Regulations 1997
· The removed hedgerow is not on agricultural land.
· Therefore, the Hedgerows Regulations do not apply.
· As a result:
· No offence has been committed by removing the hedge.
· No Hedgerow Removal Notice was required.
· The Tree Team has no legal powers to require reinstatement of a native hedge.
Tree Team conclusion
· Shropshire Council cannot take action regarding the removal or replacement of the hedgerow.
· The matter is considered outside the scope of enforceable tree/hedgerow legislation.
4. Parish Council Position
· The Parish Council has sought clarification on:
· Responsibility for ensuring correct species replacement.
· Whether the hedgerow removal complied with legislation.
· Whether any investigation is warranted.
· Officers have now confirmed:
· No breach of hedgerow legislation.
· No enforceable landscaping conditions remain.
· No planning breach currently evidenced, though monitoring continues.
5. Key Implications for the Planning Committee & Environmental Group
· No statutory route exists to compel the landowner to replant a native hedge.
· The laurel hedge, while undesirable from an ecological perspective, is lawful.
· Planning Enforcement will continue to monitor the site for:
· Any future development requiring permission.
· Any unauthorised expansion of caravan use.
· The Parish Council may still:
· Advocate for native species planting on environmental grounds.
· Engage with the landowner to encourage voluntary ecological improvements.
· Communicate clearly with residents to explain the legal limitations.

